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S L O 

round houfe a j.it or rift of fome little breadth : if you cry out 
in the rift, it will make a fearful roaring at the window. Bacon. 

Where-the tender rinds of trees difclofe 
1 heir fhooting gems, a fwelling knot there grows: 

Juft in that place a narrow (lit we make, 

I hen other buds from bearing trees we take; 

Inferted thus, the wounded rind we clofe. Dryden. 

I found, by looking through a flit or oblong hole, which 
was narrower than the pupil of my eyps, and held clofe to it 
parallel to the prifnrs, I could fee the circles much diftincler, 
and vifible to a far greater number, than otherwife. Uevuton. 

To SLIVE. tv. a. [ ylipan, Saxon.] To fplit; to divide 

To SLl'VER. £ longwife ; to tear off longwifc. 

Liver of blafphcming Jew, 

Gall of goat, and flips of yew, 

Sliver d in the moons eclipfe. Shake p. Macbeth. 

SliVer. n.f f from the verb.] A branch torn off. Sliver, in 
Scotland, Itill denotes a fiice cut off':' as, he took a large jiivcr 
of the beef. 

1 here on the pendant boughs, her coronet weed 
Cl amb’ring to hang, an envious fiiver broke, 

When down her weedy coronet and herfelf 

Fell in the weeping brook. Shak. Ham'et. 

Sloats. n.f. Of a cart, are thofe underpieces which keep the 
bottom together. Bailey. 

Slo'bber. n.f. [ glavQ.rio, Wellh.J Slaver. See Slaver. 

To Slock, v. n. [ fock , to quench, Swedifh and Scottiih ] To 
flake; to quench. 

Sloe, n.f [ pi a, Saxon ; flaae , Danifh. ] The fruit of the 
blackthorn, a fmall wild plum. 

T he fair pomgranate might adorn the pine, 

The grape the bramble, and the floe the vine. Blackmore. 
When.you fell your underwoods, fow haws and flows in 
them, and they will furnifli you, without doing of your woods 
any hurt. Mortimer's Husbandry. 

Sloop, n.f. A fmall (hip. 

To Slop. v. a. [from lap , lop , flop .] To drink grofly and 
greedily. 

Slop. n. f [from the verb.] Adean and vile liquor of any 
kind. Generally fome naufeous or ufelefs medicinal liquor. 

The lick huiband here wanted for neither flops nor doc¬ 
tors. U Ejlrange. 

But thou, whatever fops (he will have bought, 

Be thankful. Dryden s Juvenal. 

Slop. n.f. [plop, Saxon; floove, Dutch, a covering.] Trow- 
fers ; open breeches. 

What laid Mr. Dombledon about the fattin for my Abort 
cloak and fops? Shakefp. Henry IV. 

SLOPE, adj. [This word is not derived from any fatisfadlory 
original. ‘Junius omits it: Skinner derives it from flap , lax, 
Dutch ; and derives it from the curve of a loofe rope. Per¬ 
haps its original may be latent in loopen, Dutch, to run, fope 
being eafy to the runner.] Oblique ;» not perpendicular. It 
is generally ufed of acclivity or declivity; forming an angle 
greater or lefs with the plane of the horizon. 

Where there is a greater quantity of water, and fpace 
enough, the water moveth with a (leper rife and fall. Bacon. 

Murm’rino; waters fall 

O 

Down the fope hills, difpers’d, or in a lake, 

That to the fringed bank with myrtle crown’d 
Her cryffal mirror holds, unite their ftreams. 

Slope, n.f [from the adjective.] 

1 . An oblique direction ; any thing obliquely diredled. 

2. Declivity ; ground cut or formed with declivity. 

Growing upon flopes is caufed for that mofs, as it cometh 
of moifture, fo the water muff hut hide, not be in a pool. Bac.. 

My lord advances with majeffick mien, 

And when up ten fleep flopcs you’ve dragg’d your thighs. 
Juft at his ffudy door he’ll blefs your eyes. • Pcpe. 

Slope, adv. Obliquely j not perpendicularly. 

Uriel 

Return’d on that bright beam, whofe point now rais’d 
Bore him fope downward to the fun, now fall’n. Milton. 

To Slope, v. a. [from the adjedtive.] To form to obliquity 
or declivity ; to diredt obliquely. 

Though bladed corn be lodg'd, and trees blown down. 
Though palaces and pyramids do fope 
Their heads to their, foundations. Sbakefp. Macbeth. 

On each hand the flames 

Driv’n backward jlope their pointing fpires, and rowl’d 
In billows, leave i’ th’ midft a horrid vale. Milt. Par. LqJI. 

The ftar, that rofe at evening bright, 

Toward heav’n’s defeenthad fop' cl his weltering wheel .Milt. 

All night i flept, oblivious of my pain ; 

Aurora dawn’d, and Phcebus fhin’d in vain : 

Nor ’till oblique he flop'd his evening ray, 

Had Somnus dry’d the balmy dews away. Pope's Odyjfey. 

To Slope, v. n. To take an oblique or declivous diredtion. 

Betwixt the midfl and thefe the gods aflign'd 
Two habitable feats for human kind ; 

And crofs their limits cut a Ji'ping way, 

Which the twelve flgns in beauteous order fway. Dryden. 


Milton. 
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E pit.uts a pa;ace, lo i th obedient 
Sipes at its foot, the woods its fleies embrace. pf 

There is a ffrait hole in every ants neft half an inch d**’ 
and then it goes down fifing i'nto a place where the,. tT 
their magazine. jfddlfaf, sHW 

Slopeness. n.f. [from fope.] Obliquity; declivity; C'. 
pendicularity ' h*- 




o“' '' OttOH s Arcijitgf} ' 
Obliquely 


not perpenui- 


Slo'pewise. adj. [ /lope and wife A 
cularly. 

Lie Wear is. a frith, reaching fiopewife through the Cf> 
from the land to low water mark, and having in it a bent T 
cod with an eye-hook; where the fllh entering, upon their 
coming back with the ebb, are flopped from iffuTng out spain' 
forfaken by the,water, and Eft dry on the Ole. & Car ’ 

Slo'pikgly. adv. [from JIoping.] Obliquely ; not pcrpenJT- 
cularlv. 1 

j 

I hefe atoms do not defeend always perpendicular)”, hut 
fo m e t i m es flop ing ly . Higby on the Sou!. 

SloLpy. adj. [from flop.] Miry and wet: perhaps rather 
flabby. S ee S l a e . 

To Slot. v. a. [ fug hen, Dutch.] To flrike or clafh 

hard. 

Slot. n. f. [fed, Iflandick.] The track cf a deer. 

Sloth, n.f. [phepb, plep'd, Saxon. It might therefore be not 
improperly written (loath, but that it feems better to regard 
the orthography of the primiciveyMc.] 

Slownefs; tardinefs. 

Thefe cardinals tiifie with me: I abhor 
This dilatory^/; and tricks of Rome. Shak. HenryVWl, 
Lazinefs; flu.:giflinefs ; idlenefs. 

Falfe of heart, light of ear, bloody of hand, 

Hog in floth, fox in health. Shakejp. King Lear. 

They change their courfe to pleafure, cafe, and floth. Milt. 
Induffry approach'd, 

And l ous’d him from hhj miferable floth . Thomfon's Autumn. 
An animal. 

T he J'toth is an animal of fo flow a motion, that he will be 
three or four days at leal! in climbing up and coming down a 
tree; and to go the length of fifty paces on plain ground, re¬ 
quires a whole day. Grew. 

Slc/thful. adj. [floth and fullf Idle; lazy; fluggifti; in- 
adlive; indolent; dull of motion. 

He that is flothful in his work, is brother to him that is a 
great waiter. Prov. xviii. o, 

The defire of the flothful killeth him; for his hands refnfe 
to labour. Prov.xx i. 25. 

To vice induftrious; but to nobler deeds 
Timorous and flothful. Milton. 

Flora commands thofe nymphs and knights, 

Vv ho liv’d in flothful eafe and loofe delights, 

Who never acts of honour durft purine, 

The men inglorious knights, the ladies all untrue. Dryden. 
The very foul of the flothful does effectually but lie drowfmg 
in his budy, and the whole man is totally given up to his 
fenfes. L' Ejlrange. 

Slo'thfully. adv. [Worn flothful.] With floth. 

Slo'thfulness. n.J. [from flothful.] Idlenefs; lazinefs; fiug- 
gifhncfs; inactivity. 

To truft to labour without prayer, argueth impiety and 
prophanenefs ; it maketh light of the providence of God : and 
although it be not the intent of a religious mind, yet it is the 
fault of thofe men whole religion wanteth light of a mature, 
judgment to diredl it, when we join with our prayer fothfui- 
nefs and neglecff of convenient labour. Hooker . 

Slothfulnefs cafteth into a deep fleep, and an idle foul fliall 
fudffer hunger. Prov. xix. 15. 

Slouch, n.f. [flojf, Danilh, ftupid.] 

1. A downcall: look; a depreflion of the head. In Scotland, 
an ungainly gait, as alfo the perfon whole gait it is. 

Our doctor has every quality that can make a man Lifeful, 
but, alas! he hath a fort of flouch in his walk. Swift- 

2. A man who looks heavy and clownifb. 

Begin thy carrols then, thou vaunting^wo^; 

Ee thine the oaken ftaff, or mine die pouch. 

To Slouch, v. n, [from the noun.] T o have a downca 

clownifh look. . 

STO'VEN. n.f [floef, Dutch; yslyvn, Welfli, nafty, lhabby.J 
A man indecently negligent of cleanlinefs; a man dntiy 

drefied. _ , 

The miniffers came to church in handlome holidayapparc, 
?.nd that himfelr did not. think them bound by the law 0* 0( 

to go like flovens. 

AffecL in things about thee cleanlinefs, 

That all may gladly board thee as a flow’r: 

Slovens take°up their flock of noifomenefs 
Beforehand, and anticipate their laft hour. 

For as when flovens do amils 
At others doors 
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You huzh, half beau, half floven if I flam!; 

Mr wi«- half powder, and all fnuff my band. Pope. 

k°e«. n.f. [from fevenly.} Indecent negligence of 

i^the'Sf of a hard ftu ' d . ent > an ^ Civil ‘ t> ' 

th-beft exercifeof the remifs; yet not to be exacf m the 
nhrafe of compliment, or geftures of courtefy. Itotton. 

Slovenly, odj. [from floven.] Negligent of drefs; neghgen 

^ftatlXfoiind out a floven y lazy fellow, lolling at his 

eafe as P if he had nothing to do. L hftrange. 

Wvenly. adv. [from floven.] In a coarfe inelegant manner. 
As I hang my cloaths on fomewhat flovenly , I no looner 

went in but* he frowned upon me. Po P e - 

Crc/VENRY. n.J'. [from Jloven. ] Dirtinefs; want of neatnels. 
Our gavnefs and our gilt are all belmirch d 
With rainy marching in the painful field: 

There’s not a piece of feather in our hoff, 

And time hath worn us into flovenry . Sbaxefp. H. V. 

Slouch, n.f [plo 3 , Saxon.] 

, A deep miry place ; a hole fu.l of dirt. 

The Scots were in a fallow field, whereinto the Englilh 
could not enter, but over a crofs ditch and a flciigh-, in paff- 
in«r whereof many of the Englifh horfe were plunged, and 

fome mued. j 

The ways being foul, twenty to one, 

He’s here ftuck in a fough, and overthrown. Milton. 

A carter had laid his waggon faff in a faugh. L'Ejlrange. 

2 The Ik in which a ferpent caffs off at his periodical renovation. 
Thv fates open their hands, let thy blood and fpirit embrace 
them; and to inure thyfelf to what thou art like to be, caft 
thy humble fough, and appear frefli, Shak, hveftb Bight. 
When the mind is quicken’d. 

The organs, though defundl and dead before, 

Break up their drowfy grave, and newly move, 

With called fough and frefli legerity. Shakefpeare. 

As the fnake, roll’d in a flow’ry bank, 

With fnining checker’d fough , doth lling a child, 

That for the^beauty thinks it excellent. Shak. Elen. VI. 

Gh let not fleep my clofing eyes invade 
In open plains, or in the fecret fliade. 

When he, renew’d in all the fpeckl’d pride 
Of pompous youth, has caff his fough afidej 
And in his Summer liv’ry rolls alongj 

Fred and brandifhing his forky tongue. Dryden. 

The fough of an Fnglifli viper, that is, the cuticula, they 
call off twice every year, at fpring and fall: the reparation 
begins at the head, and is finilhed in twenty-four hours. Grew. 

I he body, which we leave behind in this vifible world, 
is as the womb or fough from whence we iffue, and are 
born into the other. Grew's CcflncL 

3. The part that feparates from a foul fore. 

At the next drefiing I found a fough come away with the 
dreflings, which was the fordes. Wifeman on Ulcers. 

Sloughy, adj. [from fough] Miry; boggy: muddy. 

That cuftom fnould not be allowed of cutting feraws in low 
grounds flnighy underneath, which turn into bog. Swift. 
SLOW. adj. [flap, rleap, Saxon ; fleeuw, Frifick.] • 

1. Not fwift; not quick of motion; not fpeedy ; not having 
velocity; wanting celerity. 

Ale thou think’fl: not flow , 

Who fince the morning hour fet out from heav’n, 

W here God refides, and on mid-day arriv’d 
In Eden, diflance inexprcflible. Milton. 

Where the motion is fo flow as not to fupply a conflant train 
of frefli ideas to the fenfes, the fenfe of motion is loft. Locke. 

2. Late; not happening in a fliort time. 

1 hefe changes in the heav’ns, though floiv, produc’d 
Like change on fea and land, fldereal blaft. Milton. 

3- Not ready ; not prompt; not quick. 

I am flow of fpeech, and a flow tongue. Ex. iv. 10. 

Mine ear fliall not be flow, mine eye not fliut. Milton . 

The flow of fpeech make in dreams unpremeditated ha¬ 
rangues, or converfe readily in languages that they are but little 
acquainted with. Addifn. 

4. Luli; inadlive; tardy; fluggifli. 

Fix’d on defence, the Trojans are not flow 
T o guard .their ftiore from an expecled foe. Dryden . 

5- Nothafty; adling with deliberation; not vehement. 

1 he Lord is merciful, and flotu to anger. Common Prayer. 
He that \sflow to wrath is of great undemanding. Prov. 
Lull; heavy in wit. 

The politick and wife 

Are fly flow things with circumfpeftive eyes. Pcpe. 

Lcv/ , in compofition, is an adverb, flowly. 

1 hisyZAzo-pac’d foul, which late did cleave 
1 a body, and went but by the body’s leave, 

Twenty perchance or thirty mile a day, 

Lifpatcbes in a minute all the way 

T wixt heav’n and earth. ' Donne 

1 o the Ihame of yfot'-endeavouring art 
Lay eafy numbers flow. APlton, 


Bacon. 


Dryden . 
Pcpe. 
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This day’s death denounc’d, if ought I fee, 

Will prove no fudden, but a/^u-pac’d evil, 

A Ion®’- day’s dying to augment our pain. Miltons Par. Loft. 

For" eight flow- circling years by tempefts toft. Pope. 

Some demon urg’d 

T’ explore the fraud with guile oppos’d to guile, 

.SAw-pacing thrice around th’ infidious pile. Pope. 

To Slow. v. a. [from the adjective.] '1 o omit by dilatorinds $ 
to delay ; to procraftinate. Not in ufe. 

Now do you know the ieafon of this hafte ? - 
—I would I knew not why it Ihould be flow'd. Shakefpeare. 

Slo'wly. adv. [from flow.] 

1. Not fpeedily ; not with celerity; not with velocity. 

The gnome rejoicing bears her gift away, 

Spreads his black wings, and^ flowly mounts to day. Pope: 

2. Not foon ; not early ; not in a little time. 

The poor remnant of human feed peopled their country 
again flowly , by little and little. 

Our fathers bent their baneful induffry 
To check a monarchy that flowly grew ; 

But did not France or Holland’s fate forfee, 

Whofe rifingpow’r to fwift dominion flew. 

We oft owe flow J growing works impart. 

While images refledl from art to art. 

3. Not haftily ; not ralhly. 

4. Not promptly ; not readily: 

5. Tardily; fluggiflily. 

The chapel of St. Laurence advances fo very flouly, that’tis 
not impoflible but the family of Medicis may be extindt before 
their burial place is finilhed. Addifon on Italy. 

Slo'wness. n.f. [from floiv.] 

1. Smalnefs of motion; not fpeed; want of velocity; abfence 
of celerity or fwiftnefs. 

Providence hath confined thefe human arts, that what any 
invention hath in the ftrength of its motion, is abated in the 
flownefs of it; and what it hath in the extraordinary quicknefs 
of its motion, muff be allowed for in the great ftrength that is 
required unto it. Wilkins's Math. Magic. 

Motion is the abfolute mode of a body, but fwiftnefs or 
flownefs are relative ideas. Watts. 

2. Length of time in which anything adls or is brought to pafs; 
not quicknefs. 

Tyrants ufe what art they can to increafe the flownefs of 
death. Plooker. 

3. Dulnefs to admit convidlion or affedlion. 

Chrift would not heal their infirmities, becaufe of the hard- 
nefs and flownefs of their hearts, in that they believed him 
not. Bentley s Sermons. 

4. Want of promptness; want of readinefs. 

5. Deliberation ; cool delay. 

6. Dilatorinefs; procraftination. 

Slo'wworm. n.f. [ ylapypm, Saxon.] The blind worm; a 
fmall viper, venomous, but fcarcely mortal. 

Though we have found formed fnakes in the belly of the 
cecilia, or joww.rm, yet may the viper emphatically bear the 
name. Brown's J'ulgar Errours. 

To Slu'bbeR. v a. [Probably from lubber ] 

1. To do any thing lazily, imperfedily, or with idle hurry. 

Nature fhewed fhe doth not like men, who flubber up mat¬ 
ters of mean account. Sidney. 

Baflanio told him, he would make fome fpeed 
Of his return : he anfwer’d, do not fo, 

Slubber not bufinefs for my fake. Shakefp. Merch. of Venice. 
As they are flubbered over, the malignity that remains will 
fhow itfelf in lome chronick difeafe, or in fome fpecies of 
the lues" venerea. Wijcman's Surgery. 

2. Toftain; to daub. [This feems to be from Jobber, flabbei\ 
or flaver.] 

You muft be content to fuller the glofs of your new for¬ 
tunes, with this more ftubborn and boifterous expedition. Shak . 

3. To cover coarfely or carelefly. 

A man of fecret ambitious ends, and proportionate coun- 
fels, fmothered under the habit of a fcholar, and flubbered over 
with a certain rude and clownifh fafhion, that had the fem- 
Nance of integrity. Wait on. 

Slu bberdegullion. n. f. [I fuppofe a cant word without 
derivation.] A paltry, dirty, forry wretch. 

Quoth fhe, although thou haft deferv’d, 

Bafe flubberdegullion, to be ferv’d 
As thou did’ft vow to deal with me, 

if thou had’ft got the victory. Hudihras. 

Sludge, n.f. [I fuppofe from ploj, flough, Saxon.] Alire- 
dirt mixed with water. 

CTTT J he eart !’ 1 made a mere Colt JIadgi or mud. Mortimer. 

oLL(,j. n.J. IJlug, Danifh, and fock, Dutch, fignify a glutton, 
and thence one that has the floth of a glutton.] 

1. An idler; a drone; a flow, heavy, fleepy, lazy wretch. 

Fie, what Zflug isiHaftings, that he comes not! Shakero. 

2. An hindrance; an obftrudtion. J 

Clury dulls and damp S all improvements, wherein money 
>uld be flirting, if it were not for this fmg. Bad. 

24 1 3 - A 
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